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Make a Citation for an Encyclopedia Article, Print Version  
 

 
Author’s last name, Author’s first name.  “Title of the Article.” Title of 
the Encyclopedia. Year of the edition.  
 

 
 Example:   

Minch, Edwin W. "Spiders." The World Book Encyclopedia.  
1997 ed.  
 

 ____________________________  ,   ___________________  . 
 
Author’s  last name                                                                                    first name 
 
 
 “ _________________________________________________________ . “ 
  
Title of the Article 
 
 
 ____________________________________________  .  ____________  ed.   
 
Title of the Encyclopedia (should be underlined)                          Year of the edition. 
                                                                                                    (usually found on the spine or front cover). 
 
 
 (Although not required, you can also note the volume letter or number from the spine): _________ 
 
(Although not required, you can also note the page numbers): ___________________ 
 
 

Tips 
1. Follow punctuation exactly as given in the example. 
2. Usually the edition year is found on the encyclopedia spine or cover. 
3. Sometimes the author of an encyclopedia article is found at the end of the article text. If there is 

none given, then leave the information blank.  
4. For this particular format (the MLA Elementary Level), you don’t need the volume number or 

letter or the pages. In other formats, however, you may be required to provide this information. 
For your own convenience, you may want to record volume and page numbers when you take 
notes from an encyclopedia. 


