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MFS Honors Program: Overview

The MFS Honors Program is designed to challenge and inspire students wishing to undertake the most rigorous and wide-ranging college-preparatory curriculum the school has to offer. Two years in duration (grades 11 and 12), its goal is to provide students with both breadth and depth of learning, i.e., accelerated, well-rounded mastery of the academic disciplines coupled with significant specialization in one area. Emphasizing individual creativity, independence and action, the program requires students to identify and develop a passion, seek out and acquire relevant knowledge and skills, and apply these in the world. Students have significant latitude in designing their program, and work closely with faculty during the two-year process.

Criteria for admission to the program include: academic aptitude as indicated by grades and standardized test scores through the sophomore year; intellectual curiosity, motivation, self-discipline, organization and an ability to work independently; and strong teacher recommendations. Application to the Honors Program is made in the spring of sophomore year. Admission to the program, tracking students’ progress and certifying successful completion are the responsibility of the Honors Program Committee.

Program requirements
A. Candidates must satisfy the following four academic criteria in their junior or senior year:

1. Completion of a minimum of four AP courses and exams, including at least one quantitative course (e.g., Chemistry, Calculus) and one humanities/art course (e.g., English, Studio Art).

2. Completion of level four French or Spanish.

3. Completion of a Discipline Concentration, i.e., a program of related major and minor courses, extracurricular activities, service, trips, etc., designed by the student and approved by the academic department.

4. Completion of a Senior Demonstration, i.e., a capstone project that is presented and defended publicly.  Typically requiring about 40 hours of independent work (i.e., not used to fulfill other MFS requirements), such projects might include: a research paper; lab experiment; portfolio; internship; technology project; directing, staging, lighting or costuming a play; choreographing and/or performing a dance; composing and/or performing music; creating and mounting an art exhibition; or undertaking a service initiative.

B. Candidates must also satisfy two of the following action criteria in their junior or senior year:

1. Participation in a varsity-level sport during both junior and senior years.

2. Participation in a significant leadership position (e.g., clerk of Agenda Committee, Honor Committee or Meeting for Business, editor of yearbook or school newspaper, organizer of Emancipation Rocklamation).

3. Participation in a service trip (e.g., Mexico, Everglades, New Orleans, Nicaragua or Tanzania) or a significant community outreach project (e.g., political campaign, environmental advocacy, fundraiser).

4. Participation in a world language exchange/trip.

5. Participation in at least three significant off-campus opportunities (e.g., competitions, conferences, student leadership institutes, summer programs).

6. Participation in two performing arts groups during junior and senior years, or playing a significant role in two dramatic performances during junior and senior years.

7. Participation in a significant action-oriented experience of the student’s own design.
